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PREFACE. 


Have treated the Subject Matter of this Sermon 
more fully than common in a Diſcourſe of this 


K ind and Length, both in evincing the Folly of Hea- 
theniſm and Inſufficiency of Reaſon in R 41 ous En- 
quiries; and the conſequent Neceſſity and Advantage 
of Revelation; hoping by this means to ſatisfy All, 
into whoſe Hands it may happen to come, of the great 
Want and Benefit of Revelation in Religious Matters: 
Thoſe particularly of higher Rank, who in this Scep- 
tical Age, are too apt to excuſe Themſelves from look- 
ing at all into theſe Subjects by alledging the great 
Inconvenience and Trouble and, as They are wont to 
flatter themſelves, the little Occaſion or Uſe of con- 
ſulting many abſtruſe Books and voluminous ancient 
Records of Times paſt on Religious Subjects; and [0 
zo fit down indolently in the Practice only of ſome few 
vague Principles of Morality and Honour, unſup- 
ported by proper Sanfions, and not likely to produce 
many good, great, or enduring Fruits: And thoſe alſo 
of lower Degree, who may be willing and defirous to 
 Jatisfy Themſelves more fully of the Truth of Chrifti- 
anity, but either have not Money 10 purchaſe, or lei- 
Jure and opportunity to read many Treatiſes of a 
greater Lengeb and Size; and ſo are wont to take up 


with 


PREFACE. 


with ſuch Pamphlets and ſmaller Tracks only, a. 


Chance throws in their way; the Generality of which 
are too much now a days calculated to divide the 


Thoughts and corrupt the Morals and. Religion of the 
Age; and afford at beft only a rrifling and vain 


Amuſement. 
As 10 D iſeourſes better de TR the Ornaments i 
Compoſition than Thoſe on the ſublimeft and moſt in- 


rereſting Subjects delivered from the Pulpit ; I have 


long thought that the excellent Learning of Greece 
and Rome might be of greater ſervice, and drawn 
more fully to this Purpoſe than has yet been praiſed: 


and eſteem it a Province not hitherto compleatly un- 


dertaken, or carried to thoſe Heights it is capable of, 
by any one. How far ] have gone in this Path, aided 
by a Taſte in Claſſical Learning given me at firſt by 
an excellent * Maſter, who has greatly deſerved of the 


Publick; and carried on afterwards. in the Univer- 


fity under the Countenance and Favour of the Great 
Friend and Pairon of Learning, Religion, and Vir- 


tue, the Good Biſhop of Ely: What uſe T ſay, I have 
made of this Talent, in fiſhing the following Sermon, 
I wholly leave and Kant 70 | the Publ ck. ee 
and Candor. _— 


| Wt The Rey. N Duvelibon, 


15 KrDINC TON, ; - N. K. 
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VISITATION SERMON. 


| — — — — gu— ö —— —ä—j 88 
— — - „— III „ —ͤ—é 2— — IS 5 6 — — oy 2 
* * 


en Chap. 1. and latter part of the tonth Verſe. 


Io hath brought Life and Immortality ! 70 
Light through the _— 


H E Perſon here ſpoken of is our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and the Apoſtle by aſſerting in theſe words that 

he brought Life and Immortality to Light through the Goſpel, 
may at firſt ſight ſeem to intimate that theſe were Truths un- 
known to former Ages, and that before his coming into the 
World, the generality of Mankind, eſpecially in Heathen Coun- 
tries, had no knowledge of a future State and the Immortality 
of the Soul; but that all their Thoughts and Views were ter- 
minated with this Life only, without Expectation or Hope be- 
yond the Grave. But as a ſuppoſition of this kind would ſeem 
to impeach the Goodneſs, and Juſtice of God, in that He ſhould 
leave the far greater part of the rational World entirely without 
Hope and altogether ignorant of thoſe things which concerned: 
their future and eternal Happineſs, ſo is it entirely groundleſs 
and without foundation: for the notions which the Heathen 
World entertained concerning the Bleſſed Regions, the place of 
good Men departed this Life, fufficiently ſhews their expecta- 
tion of a future and better State: Statues erected and Temples 
dedicated to their dead Heroes and Benefactors plainly declare 
the ſame Thing; ; and if we conſult the Writings of their Phi- 
loſophers we ſhall find their arguments in proof of another and 
better 
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better Life, in which the Soul would live to all Eternity, very 
rational and plaufible ; and ſuch indeed as deſerved the approba- 
tion and aſſent of all wiſe and thinking Men, They learnt the 
Immortality of the Soul from its Spirituality, and Reaſon ac- 


quainted them as well as us that the preſent unequal diſtribu- 


tion of things could not always laſt: They knew that a wiſe, 
good, and juſt God would not ſuffer Virtu to be always op- 
preſſed and Impiety to continue proſperous and triumphant; 


hence therefore they very rightly concluded there would be 3 


future State, in which all things would be ſet right ; where 
oppreſſed Virtue would receive its adequate Reward, and trium- 
phant Vice its deſerved Puniſhment. Moreover they thought 


that ſo noble a Creature as Man, who was created to contem- 
plate the wonderful works of Nature and Providence, to ad- 


mire and adore his Maker, was not made as it were for a Mo- 
ment, and finally to periſh when he dies; and the Minds of Men 
ſeemed to them to be Immortal not only for theſe reaſons, but 


more eſpecially for this, that in all the beſt and wiſeſt there was 


ſo ſtrong a ſenſe of ſomething hereafter, that they reliſhed no- 
thing but what was eternal. Yet were theſe concluſions ſhort 
of abſolute certainty, deſerving the name rather of ingenious and 
probable Conjecture than that of a ſtrict and indiſputable Proof. 
So that the meaning of the Apoſtle in the Words of the Text 


ſeems to be this, That the Goſpel Inſtitution had cleared up the 


laboured Conjectures and probable Notions which the Heathen 
World entertained of a future and eternal State, and ſet them in 
a ſtronger and fairer Light; or to uſe our Saviour's own 


Words, He came that they might have Life, and that they might 


have it more abundantly*, For. indeed as ſoon as the glorious 
Sunſhine of the Goſpel broke forth upon the World, the dark 
and thick miſt of e wi before overſpread i it was 
im- | 
57 — 9 | 3 N 785 e 


* 80 
— f | 
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immediately diſpelled; inſtead of doubts and errors in religious 
matters ſucceeded knowledge and certainty: The Philoſophers 
were no longer left to their laboured Conjectures, nor the Vulgar 
to their blinded Underſtandings, but both had now the Path to 
their eternal Happineſs clearly marked out to them in ſuch 
plain and legible Characters, that even he may run that reads 
them: They no longer wandered about in the Dark, not know- 
ing which way to take, but were now conducted by the glorious 
and unerring Light of the Goſpel, which ſhines on all ſides 
clearly and irrefiſtibly, | 
And theſe are Truths one 018 think chat needed no 
Proof, and of which no Man educated in a Chriſtian Country, 
could entertain the leaſt Doubt or Suſpicion, and yet (I am a- 
ſhamed to ſpeak it) there are not wanting too many among Us, 
who are ready enough to aſk ; What new Light does Chriſti. 
anity afford Us, or wherein are we benefited by it ? What 
unknown divine Truths, what ſaving Knowledge does it re- 
veal to us? And others till more hardy have ventured to aſſert 
that the Holy Scriptures are fo far from affording them any 
uſeful Knowledge and Inſtruction, that they rather tend to 
perplex and confound their Underſtandings; being in their 
Language no better than a Noſe of Wax, ſuſceptible of vari- 
ous Forms and Shapes: Writings from which - almoſt any 
Doctrine may be drawn by artful and deſigning Men; but no 
ſet of inconteſtable Principles can be learnt, on-which We may- 
ſecurely build our Hopes, and W the Actions of our fu- 
ture Lives. | 
Now in order to ſupport the Obfervationsl a at firſt laid down. 
concerning the Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, the Ad- 
vantages, Lights, and Inſtructions it affords Us; and anſwer 
all ſuch Queſtions and Objections as I have juſt now recited, 
ans ſo free the unhappy Perſons who-make them from the Er- 


B rors 
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rors and Deluſions under which they labour; it thall be the Bas 
ſineſs of the following Diſcourſe to take a tranſient View. of 
the Religion of the Heathens, that the great Folly and Abſur- 
dity of it may the more fully appear; and the conſequent Ne- 


ceſlity of a Revelation: and having thus paved my way, I be- 
lieve it will be no very difficult Taſk to induce Vou to think 


the Chriſtian Inſtitution ſuch a Revelation as we ſtood. in need 
of: A Revelation that ſets us free from the Errors and Delu- 
fions of former Ages, and ſupplies us plentifully with all the 
Knowledge, Encouragement, and Aſſiſtance that our. Preſens 


State requires. 


"Anda, Then, O-Cleit, who Tauth-I.am how affenting; 


direct both my Mind and my Pen, and ſo inſpire all of us with 
thy Grace, that the more diſtinct Knowledge we have of the 
Purity of thy Goſpel, we may the more heartily love it, more 
circumſpectiy obſerve it, and in all our Actions more diligently 


fulfil * 


No true Religion confitls 3 in \ the Knowledge — Worſhip 


of the One true God in a Manner worthy the Dignity of his 
Nature and Excellency of his Attributes and Perfections: but 


however neceſſary the Knowledge and Practice of theſe Things 
may. be, tis but too evident there was but little of either to be 
found in the Heathen World. And this will appear from a 


conſideration of the Nature, Number, and Manner of Worſhip 


of their Gods. 


And now not to be too particular i in this Rnauice,, I ſhall 


4 y obſerye that taking into the account the Gods which each 
Perſon adopted into his own Family they equalled if not ex- 


ceeded the number of Men ; and many Nations ('tis remarked) 
not content with the particular Gods of their own Growth and 

finding out and Worſhipping | 
all Exotic ones: and this is s particularly noted of the Romans, 


Country, were very induſtrious in 


for 
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for they not only made the Nations and Provinces they con⸗ 
.quered part of their Empire, but eſtabliſhed their Religions too: 


and had by this means a Worſhip as-univerſal as their Domi- 


nion. Nor were the Athenians in the leaſt ſhort of them in this 
particular, They alſo adopted and filled every part of their City 
with foreign Deities; and that they might be ſure to leave none 
out, they erected Altars, as not only the Apoſtle, but their own 
Authors have told us, to unknown Gods, inſomuch that their 


City ſeemed as one great Temple or Alt, conſecrated t to the 


immortal Gods. 

And we learn further not only on the Abe of the Pro- 
Phane but alſo Sacred Writers in ſundry places, that every Na- 
tion had not only Deities of their own Growth, which they 
worſhipped in a more eminent Manner; but that every City 
and conſiderable Town, had Tutelar Gods that more particu- 


| larly belonged to and preſided over them; and in compariſon 


of which they neglected and deſpiſed thoſe of other Cities and 


Towns: and hence it comes that the Roman Satyriſt very 


ſmartly reprehends two neighbouring Towns of the Ægyptians, 
becauſe each of them” bore an inveterate hatred to the others Gods, 


and thought thoſe which they worſhipped alone worthy that Title. 
And this Multiplicity of Gods without doubt, muſt needs be 


the occaſion of great uneaſineſs and diſtraction of Mind to all 
ſerious and reflecting Men: for, for a Man to know and think 
that the Worſhip of that Power that made him is his reaſon- 
able Service, and that according to his Behaviour here he will 
be diſpoſed of hereafter, and ſtill to be ignorant of the Deity to 
whom he is to addreſs himſelf and fo ſecure his Favour and 


Protection, muſt cauſe very uncaſy and diſagrecable Thou ghis 
to ariſe in his Breaſt. 


And hence in fact it came that on a Time the Oracle of Apalle 
(Funous all over the Heathen World for its Wiſdom and An- 
1 — - ſwers) 


T2 A Viſtation Sermon. 


fi wers) was conſulted” and aſked, Which was the bet abb 
among the many that were followed in the World, for u Man to 
A to which It made anſwer, That 'every Man ſhould 
embrace and follow the Reli gion of bis own Country ; and fo left 
them in the Dark as it found them: for it was plain and evi- 
dent, that among ſo many contrary Opinions in Religious 
Matters there could be but One, if any, that was true. 


But 2dly, Let' us take a View of their Notions concerning 


the Nature and Attributes of their Gods. 

And here the ſame Folly we found them guilty of in imagin- 
ing themſelves obliged to pay Divine Honours to ſuch a Num- 
ber of Deities, will alſo ſhew itſelf in the Notion they enter- 
*tained concerning their Nature and Attributes; for the very 


"Species of Things were ſtrangely confuſed and jumbled together, 


and even the moſt monftrous and inconſiſtent ſometimes united, 
that they might make up Gods the more enormous and amazing, 
And ſometimes by the wild Appointment of their Votaries 
they partook of both Sexes, and had Provinces aſſigned them 
quite different and incompatible. | 


And how ignorant muſt they be, or willing to deceive others, 


in not only conſtituting Gods of ſuch monſtrous Compoſitions, 


but alſo in imagining them ſubject to the ſame Frailties with 
themſelves and liable to the fame Imperfections. Who could 
"ever have thought them ſo ſenſeleſs or ſtrange as to frame to 
themſelves for Gods a luſtful Jupiter or a drunken Bacchus ; if 
ve had it not from the Writings of their beſt and moſt approved 
Authors? but why do I mention the Luſt of the One or the 
Drunkenneſs of the Other; ſeeing there is no Crime of ſo black 
and deteſtable ; a Nature but they found ſome God to patro- 
8 nize N 

Nay further, They honoured thoſe Men with the Addition 
* Gods, Who ſurpiſſed: the Generality in nothing fo much as 


Gp 
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Ki wicked and brutiſh Lives; conceiting Them aftet Death 
to be advanced to, and made Partakers of the Divine, Nature, 
who in their Life-time were a Diſgrace and Blot to the Human: 


and even adored them in the other World as Patrons of thoſe 
Vices for which in a well regulated Government, they would 


have been deemed unworthy to have lived in this. 
' Moreover they worſhipped alſo the Sun, Moon, and stars, 


and even Brute Animals, Plants, and Images of Wood and 


Stone, which their own Hands had made, and even gave Di- 
vine Honours to. the vileſt Affections and Luſts. And all this 


abundantly ſhews the fatal Progreſs of Error, and into what 
wild Conceits Men naturally deviate, when once they forſake 


the Worſhip of the one true God and by the Deception of the 
Devil become vain (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) in their Inagi- 


nations and have their fooliſh Heart darkened. 


But 3dly, We are next to conſider their Manner of Worſhip. 
And here I make no Doubt bat You all by this Time expect 


to find it very wild and extravagant; for if ſuch were their 
Notions of the Deities (as I have juſt now deſcribed unto you) 
whom they were to worſhip; the Rites and Ceremonies ob- 


ſerved in honour to them muſt needs partake of the ſame Ex- 
traragance and Folly. 


Various, ſtrange, and wild, and even frantick were e the Geſtures 
and Ceremonies uſed by them in Divine Worſhip: ſuch as 


covering the Head for the moſt part, ſometimes uncovering, 


frequently lying proſtrate on the Earth, at other Times erect 
and barefooted: ſometimes uſing gay and phantaſtical Pomps, 
and unbecoming and even obſcene Levities: often running 
about with confuſed Noiſes and frightful Yells and Lamentings, 
and ſometimes exerciſing great Cruelty, and cutting and flaſhing 


themſelves (as we read Baal's Worſhippers did) with Knives and 
Lancets, "tall the Blood goed out upon them, New ſome of them 


vainly 


wide imagined that not des the. Blood: of Bulls and Goats 
offered up in Sacrifice would attone for their Sins, but were 
more amazinglyſtupid and wicked in offering up (as the Plalmiſt 
expreſſes it). their Sons and Daughters unto Devils : As if Acts 
of Inhumanity and Cruelty were pleaſing. to their Gods, and 
would attone for their Sins: Nay as if the greater Sin would 
atone and make fatisfaction for the leſs: and as diſmal, horrid, 

and ſhocking as this Religious Practice of ſhedding Human 
Blood was, yet had it taken deep root, and fixed itſelf ſtrongly 
9 - almoſt every where; not only in barbarous and inhoſpitable 
* 5 Nations, but to their indelible ſhame, 1 in the moſt rp ones 
; of Greece and Rome. 15 
On ſuch Notions of their C \ Delighine Rites and Practices, 
* conſiſtent Scheme of Religion could poſſibly be eſtabliſh- 
ed worthy the Divine or Human Nature: Nay, what by the 
beſt Wit of Men could poſſibly ariſe from them, but Wan 
extravagant, wild, and highly ridicu lou? 

And thus had Men every where actually corrupted themſelves 
to ſuch a Degree, that not only the Light of Nature and right 
Reaſon were confeſſedly, as appears from the Writings of the 
wiſeſt Heathens, found by fad Experience altogether inſufficient - 
to reſtore the Knowledge of the one true God and pure Religion, 
but even that Light elf (as * "oy! ar en no 
4obere appeared, . 
And this made the Divine Plato many Ages dee Aalen; | 
That a good Man "when he confiders theſe Things would even chooſe 
to fit quiet and ſhift far lumſelſ, like a Man that in an Hurricane 

creeps under a Wall for his Defenſe ; and ſeeing all the whole 
World reund abaut him filled aith all manner of Wickedneſs, be 


ee, if Preſerving bis figle felf from * and every evil . 


| * Tull. 1 Tuc. muß Lib, ut Lumen Nature auſquam appareat. 
n Mort, 
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Work, he ran paſs away the preſent * Pane, ed * die 
wird: Tranquility and good Hope eee. | 
And now after ſuch Facts and the repeated e of at 
paſt Ages, together with the full-Confeffion of the wiſeſt and 
beſt Men that have gone before us of the Degeneracy and Cor- 
ruption of Human Nature, and the Impoſſibility of recovering 
Men out of it by any Human Wit and Endeavour; whence 
can it poſſibly atiſe that we bear ourſelves ſo high, and ſo much 
rely on our own frail Abilities? What reaſon can we aſſign for 
chis Pride and Perverſeneſs? Unleſs we acknowledge it ſprings 
from a Vanity of being thought the moſt INS of ard 
_ in the Univerſe, 

I haſten now to conſider whether the Chriſtian Toftitution is is 
likely to ſupply the Defects and remedy the Errors and Abſur- 
dities which the Heathen World laboured under in point of 
religious Knowledge and Duty: and whether it bath brought 
Life and Immortality to Light, as the Apaſtie 8 in the 
Text: and this I ſhall do by enquirin n, 

Tf. In as brief a manner as I can, Whether it fi x us dine 
from the Variety of Opinions which the Heathen World enter- 
tained concerning the Number of their Gde. 

..24y. Whether it affords us clearer Notions concerning! the 
Divine Nature and Attributes than Heatheniſm diud. 

And 3dly. Whether it points out to us a more en . 
of derer hf 

And /. J am to e whether it ee us Foe from the 
variety of Opinions which the — World en con- 
cerning the Number of their Gods. 

And here does that Light, which my Text mentions, 1 | 
to-break:' in upon us, pouring forth its Rays copiouſly. on all 
 fides and enlightening our Paths, Inſtead of a W of 


Fut. de Repub, Lb.. e DO LAI P. 
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Beuite to \Givideand diſtratt our Thoughts, it points 
One only, Eternal, in the higheſt Heavens: in whom. whatever 
is truly great and good, whatever is really amiable and excellen 
is to he found: to whom we are to look up and direct . 
Prayers and Supplications, who alone is able to comedncall wy our 
Misfortunes and alleviate all our Grievances: though Storms 
may attack us from without, yet the peaceful Calm ariſing 
| within from a firm Truſt. in will enable us to outlive = 
1 ode chat this Notion of one iindyl Deity. who — aver, 
direas, and keeps in order human Affairs, is agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, has been ſatisfactorily evinced by * Metaphyſicians, both 
from his Nature and Attributes; it being highly abſurd and ri- 


diculous to ſuppoſe more than One ſelf-exiftent and infinitely 


perfect Being: and will further appear if we conſider. that One 
God-only is ſufficient both for the Production, Support, and 
good Government of the World, and all Things in it: and con- 
ſequently to have Recourſe to more would be very imperti- 
nent and unreaſonable. Nay if we attentively conſider. the 
whole Scope of the Creation that lies within our View; we 
ſhall perceive throughout a certain correſpondence of Parts, a 
ſimilitude of Operation, and unity of Deſign, which plainly 
declare the Univerſe to be the. Work of One One wiſh 
good Being. 

And further we are ſufficiently authoriſed. on the teſtimony 


of Hiſtory to think and believe that the Notion of one only 


Deity, or firſt Cauſe, the Creator and Governor of the Uni- 
verſe, was the Original and prevailing Opinion. and Belief-of 

kind; of which ſome Traces till appear in the Fragments 
eee erſes, and the Remains of Phocylides and Simonides 
y ancient Greek Poets: and that Mankind by n fell off 


* * Demonſtration of the Being of God, . 
171 Jab. 


-from | 
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Original and true Notion they, had of God, and were 
ſo far corrupted and degenerated as at length (in the manner 
we have ſeen) to' worſhip not only a multitude of Deities; but 
even Iniages of Wood and Stone, Idols which their own Hands 
had made, and Animals and Plants, as the Scripture Hiſtory 
doth fully prove and affire us: and notwithſtanding the exceed 
ing number of inferior Gods introduced in degenerate Ages, the 
wiſeſt of the Heathens, Greeks, Romans and even Ægyptians, 
aid nevertheleſs aſſert one Maker and Governor of the World; 
exiſting of Himſelf, by whom all Wop were made, and o on 
whom they all depend. 

But 24ly. Tam to confider whether Chriſtianity affords of 
der Notions concerning the Divine N ature ned: e! | 
- Heatheniſm did. 

And here we ſhall find inſtead of Deities able to all the 
linperfeRions which we ourſelves are ſubject to, we have a 
God who is all Perfection and Purity itſelf : whoſe eſſential 
Attributes are Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Juſtice. Inſtead of a re- 
vengeful Jupiter ſet forth in Thunder, Lightning, and terrible 
Majeſty; we have a God who is all Compaſſion, Long-Suffer- 
ing, and tender Mercy: who careth for the Righteous, and 
would not that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſheuld come 
to Repentance and be ſaved: who even entreats and wodes 
Men to be reconciled to Him, and embraces returning Sinners 
with all the Kindneſs and Tenderneſs of the moſt indulgent Fa- 
ther: and all through the Sufferings and Death of ha only- 
begotten Son, and Merits of that Satisfaction. 

This is the amiable and beautiful Deſcription which the” 
Scriptures give us of the Almighty, who alone made, - upholds; 
and: poverns the World, and all Things in it. And very ſatiſ- 
AaQtory and comfortable mult it be to all Men, to-know that the 
chr with whom they have to do, js ſuch us He- is there: de- 

[© a= ſcribed 
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iel and ge forth, their kind Father, and marciul Rs 
deemer. 


No that there is it nothing in this Accouht difagrecable to 


| Reaſon, but entirely conſonant to it, will appear from hence, 


that as God is eternal and infinitely perfect, nothing can add to 


or diminiſh his Happineſs : 80 that He can have no Tempta- 


tion to do Evil, nor can any Conſideration: bias him from do- 
ing that which is juſt and right: npr- conſequently could a 
Being of his infinite Perfections and complete Happineſs intend 
any. thing elſe in creatirig the World. but the communicating 
| Good to his Creatures: and conſequently muſt more eſpecially 
| have a tender Regard to the Welfare of Man, whom He has 


placed as Head of this lower World; compaſſionate his Mif- 


fortunes, ſupport his Infirmities, and even in a rebellious and 
lapſed State, as far as is conſiſtent with his moral Government 


of the World, though offended and provoked to puniſh, ere 
find out for him a Remedy and Way of Eſcap e. 

And thus we ſee Reaſon and Scripture go hand in hand t _ 
= and both of them eſtabliſh and confirm us in the ſame 
"Oplalon, But I would not be underſtood to mean that Reaſon 
alone and unaſſiſted by Divine Revelation could have found out 
_ theſe: Fruths to certainty; No, I would only be thought to 
intimate that Scripture declares to us nothing in theſe Points 
repugnant to Reaſon: For many Truths after we are acquaint- 
_ ed with them by the aſſiſtance of Divine Revelation are very 
agreeable to Reaſon, and even ſeem to belong to its Province, 
eſpecially to Perſons educated in them: which: nevertheleſs un- 
aſſiſted Reaſon could never have attained unto; Tis common 
for Men after a whole Life ſpent in ſtudy to be told what they 
Wonder how they could miſs of; which yet their own Re- 
ſearches did not, nor poſſibly ever would have helped them to. 
" Nutive and officl ns 7 is nor ſo eaſily wrought: out . 


- 


* 
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Mine, as we who have it delivered, ready dug, and falbioneg 

unto our hands, are apt to imagine. 

I I'haſten now to conſider, laſtly, Whether the: Chriſtian, Re, 
ligion reveals to. us a more 1 of Worlhi Ps chan c 
World before knew. — 

And here again does the Excellency of the Golpel manifeſt | 
itſell; for inſtead of the Cruelties and Barbarities exerciſed not | 

only upon innocent Beaſts, but even upon themſelves and Chili. | 2 
dren, by which the Heathens vainly thought to appeaſe their | 

3 angry Gods; the Chriſtian Religion points out to us the true 1 

1 Propitiation in the Death of Chriſt ; and informs us that Purity 2 

1 of Heart and Innocence of Manners are the only acceptable | 

F Sacrifice to God; and that without Holineſs and Repentance 

1 no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; and that we ſhould worſhip him 

with pure Hearts, chaſt Deſires, and all the Affections of duti- 

3 ful Children: And requires that in ſocial Duties we ſhould 

1 raiſe our Virtue and Goodneſs far above the common Practice 
of Men, and extend our Charity univerſally to Enemies as well 

as Friends, in imitation of the good God himſelf, avho maketh 
bis Sun to riſe on the Evil and the Good, and ſendeth 415 Rain o 

ibe Juſt and the Unjuſt. 

And further, Chriſtianity affords us, what no other Sect, Phi- 

loſophy, or Religion could ever pretend to, not only the Au- 

thority of a Divine Lawgiver ſent from Heaven in the Perſon, 
but alſo a perfect living Copy and viſible Standard of Praftice 
in the Life of the Holy Jeſus: All its Precepts being therein 
drawn as it were into one Body and at once lad open to our 
Vun 

b The Lives of all other Men are ſtained with many Blerniſhes 

| and Imperfections; and this the fad Experience of all Ages teſti- 

fies: It having always been objected, and but too truly, to the 

4 Auen and beſt of Philoſophers and Saints, that! their Lives £9 
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all the Virtues and Grates of it appear with augmented Beauty 
| and added Luſtre; and join their Light and Influence together, 
the better to direct and guide us ſtraight, in the Path of Holi- 
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SH} Mock bf their Rules ind Precepts * But the Holy andrſtts 
aculate JET the Son of God, and He alone, was all Inno. 


Though the Morality He taught was Ariter 21 more fubs 
Ide and refined than that of any other, yet did He not come 
Yhort of it in any Particular; but fully practiſed Himſelf every 
Duty, even the moſt arduous and difficult. 

He was great and humble, powerful and merciful, - free and 
innocent, zealous and meek; in fine pious, juſt; charitable, tem- 
perate, pure: and perſevered in all theſe Virtues and Graces to 
the laſt, triumphing over all the Obloquy, Contempt, and Per- 


ſecution He met with from the * of Man, by e 
and invincible Patience. 


His Life was a viſible Lecture of univerſal Righteouſnels, 


| "Goodneſs, and patient Suffering for the Truth's fake; and the 


beſt Comment upon and Illuſtration of his Doctrine: In it as 


in a Mirror was it ſeen to beſt Advantage, and in the faireſt 


Light; ; not altered but beautified and ſet off thereby: Or: as a 


Likeneſs in a fine Painting, which by no means deviates from 
Nature, though it appears to advantage and receives from ne 
Pencil agreeable Graces and Embelliſhments, 


Thus the Doctrine of the great F ounder of our Holy Reli 


gion, though the moſt ſublime and heavenly, was even adorned 


by his Practice and Example, In Him as in a Conſtellation, did 


nefs, Purity, and Peace, As Moſes once, beholding God Face ro 


Face ſhone with Part of the Luſtre he was looking upon; ſo 
may We vie wing the Gloty of our Lord's Life, drawn in the 


| Ca of the — be chavged into the ſame Image, 


7 


- 


x ence and Pu Purity "ſelf, who 4 no Sin, wacker war 5 Guile one 
in 22 Mouth.” 
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Ghry:fon Glory: wilt we arrive at * N. very x High of Virus 
an Perſection itſelf. ie , "ITE yg 

ln one word, Thou 0 Chriſt, the Hon. of the moſt High | 
God, haſt by the pureſt Precepts, and by thy own moſt perfect 
Example taught us to lead an heavenly. and divine Life 3 in an 
Human Body: and that thou mighteſt beget in us the firmer 
Hope of Immortality, after many ſignal Miracles done in thy 
Life-time and at thy Paſſion, Thou, breaking through the 
Bars of Death, didſt, by the moſt manifeſt Diſcovery ſhew thy 
ſelf to have ariſen from the Dead, and to aſcend up into 
Wo | nes 

And thus having laid before you the general Advantages Fr, 
Chriſtianity, I ſhall in further Confirmation of theſe Truths 
oſt. obſerve to you, that hence alſo undoubtedly i it comes that 


the 8 Fü der and Sages. And here to * aoly 
in one particular Perſon, the learned and 1 ingenious Author of 
tbe Religion of Nature delineated; every one that makes the 
Compariſon muſt neceſſarily allow that this great Man by no 
means equalled the Roman Philoſopher in Natural Parts: Who 
as the late learned Writer of The Hiſtory of bis Life obſerves, 
was the wiſeſt of the Ancients, and Pofterity would hardly find 
one to equal him: and ſpeaking of his Book of Offices, he ſays, 

Twas a Work admired by all ſucceeding Ages, as the nobleſt Effort 
and Specimen of what mere Reaſon could do towards guiding Man 
through Life with Innocence and H. appineſi. And yet, The Re- 

ligion. of Nature delineated far exceeds his Qfices, notwithſtand= 
ing the Author himſelf came much ſhort of him in Natural 


Endowments ; 80 much undoubtedly were his Reaſonings in 


[Morality improved by the Lights which he drew. from. the 


TW. i 


Chriſtian Religion: And I have the rather infiſted on "this In- 
ſtance becauſe I do not remember to, have Ever heard. it fully 
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| Re" . extending bee Ut deſigning pen 
ſons have heen very induſtrious in giving a. wrong Turn to this 
whote Affair; and been but too ready in producing chis very 
Book as an Inſtance of the Sufficieney of Human Reaſon in 
finding out all the Eſſential Truths of Morality, together with 
its Motives and Obligations; and would from hence 2 
ronſly and ungratefully infer the Uſeleſneſs of that very Revela- 
tion, to which the Author ſtands indebted for the Accuracy and 
Perfection of the Piece itſelf. Vain Men who travel the Roads 
now a- days are apt to applaud their own Strength and Legs, 
that have carried them ſo far in ſo ſhort a time; and aſcribe all 
to their own Vigour and Activity, little conſidering how much 
they owe to their Pains, who cleared the Woods, drained the 
Bogs, built the Bridges, and made the Ways paſſable : without 
which, unthankful as they __ _p __ We: toiled much 

with little Progreſs, | 
Thus to heap Benefits on the Ungrateful, to 0 than 
218 do them Good againſt their Will, is truly great and peculiar 
to the Father of Mercies: And in this, O my God, I behold 
Thee, and admire and adore afar off the bright Traces and radiant 
Footſteps of thy tranſcendent and inimitable Goodneſsz. 
Now beſides what has been already ſaid concerning the Teno» 
rance and Corruption of the Heathen World; and the great Im- 
provements Men of Learning have fince by the Light of the 
Goſpel been enabled to make in the Inveſtigation of Moral 
Truths and their Motives ; we may fairly appeal to all ſceptical 
Perſons, whether in Countries bleffed with this Divine Light, 
even the meaner Sort of People have not truer and more worthy 
Notions of God and his Attributes, a deeper ſenſe of moral 
Good and Evil, a greater Regard to all Divine and Social Du- 
ties, and a more certain Expectation of future Rewards and 
e than ever was known in any Heathen We 
ore 


- 
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before the coming of Chriſt, among any conſiderable Number 


of Men: And whether it does not correct Mens Manners, ſoften 


their Paſſions; and ſweeten their Tempers far: more. than any 
other Religion or Inſtitution could ever pretend to; by teach- 
Ing them Humility towards God, and inclining them to put 
ona calm, modeſt, and friendly Behaviour towards all Men; 
and rendering them by this means pure and holy as that bright 
Flame which warms the Breaſts of Saints, gentle as W 
_—_ and peaceable as Heavenly Love. 
And further in ſupport of theſe Obſervations, it may be alſo 
aſefal to compare ourſelves with ſuch Parts of the Heathen 
World as have not yet been bleſſed with any Rays of the Goſpel 
Light; who even at this Day, notwithſtanding the boaſted 
Strength and Sufficiency of Natural Reaſon, lye under the ſame 


Darkneſs, Ignorance, and Corruption of Manners, as their Fore- 


fathers did upwards. of ſeventeen hundred Years ago; having 
made no Progreſs: in Divine Knowledge and Virtue all that 
time; but ſtill continuing to fall down and worſhip Stocks and 
Stones the Work of their own Hands, and perſevering in the 
ſame corrupt Practices; as is remarkable at this Day, not only 
amongſt barbarous and ignorant Nations, but even amongſt, on 
otherwiſe civilized and ingenious, Chineſe, _ 

No wonder therefore that the wiſe Socrates, from a tm 
Obſervation of Men and Things, ſhould, many Ages before our 


Saviour came into the World, declare that Divine Truths, 


would never be revealed tb, and underſtood by Men, till, 

by the merciful Arbe of m4 ſotne Great bau 
eome from Heaven *,. 

And after all, ſhall a wiſe Heathen, i in times bf Dutnak uud 

| Ignorance deplore the Want, and fee the Neceſſity of a Divine 

| Light, and ſhall we who enjoy tbe Dari one un 50 1 
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are cheared and enlightened by it, e * our Eyes 


againſt it, or wink hard upon it?: 0 
If we are guilty of ſuch ſhameful Negligence in ole high 2 


' Concern; though an Heathen and Dead; He ſtill ſpeaketh and 


will correct us. Moreover the very brute Beaſts, who are thank- 
ful to their Benefactors, ſhould we be guilty of ſuch baſe In- 
gratitude, would ſtand forth and ſhame us: their very Dumbneſs 


and Silence would. "_ _ us and. convince us of ſuch a 


horrid Impiety. 
_ © . Nay further, ſhould We be: guilty: of Untbankfulneſs for o 
great a Benefit, the very Stones would cry out, and reprove us: 
ſhould We be ſilent, Solitude and Retirement . become 


ven * * 3 


And havicw now 2 quod; the Heads of my iter 1 


ſhall juſt beg your patience, whilſt in anſwer to the Objection 


of thoſe Perſons, who think the Scriptures uncertain and per- 
plexing, 1 endeavour to ſhew the Clearneſs and Reaſonableneſs. 


of the main Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; though one would think 
what J have already ſaid abundantly ſufficient and fatisfaftory, 


And ſure I am, notwithſtanding ſuch free Cavils and Cen- 


ſures, all the real Great Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion are. 
revealed to us with ſufficient Perſpecuity, and may be believed 
conſiſtently with Reaſon, and without n the leaſt Strain or 


a upon it. 


Now how plainly is it revealed to us, and how eaſy and rea- 


Hrable to believe, that God who created the Firſt Man out of 
the Womb of the Earth, could cauſe a Vargin to bring forth a 
Son; and that He who fpoke all. Things into Being out of 
Nothing, can raiſe. from. the Dead thoſe who exiſted before: 


though theſe be the great Points at which Jews and Grecks ; 


uml, and L abclicvgrs | ſcoff: that the Son of God Himſelf 


ſhould : 
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ſhould empty Himſelf of his Glory and condeſeend to paſ a 
poor humble Life here upon Earth, and then be made an Offer- 
ing for Sin: that he ſhould die a painful, ignominious Death 


for us, to redeem and purchaſe us with the great Price of his 
own Blood: that he ſhould be raiſed again the third Day; and 
carried up above the Heaven and ſeated at the Right Hand of 


the Majeſty on high: and that he ſhould come again at the laſt 


Day to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and render to every 


Man according to his Deeds: and ſhould in the mean ſeaſon afford 


us the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the "oy Spirit, in our 985 
to everlaſting Happineſs. 
T beſe indeed are Things which Reaſon Ir mary never 1 


Ps out and known, but when ſo clearly revealed to us, Reaſon 
can make no Objection to the Truth of them. 


But further to confirm what has been already ned all 


theſe great Truths recorded in the Goſpel, every thing relating 


to the Birth, Life, and Suffer ings of our Saviour and the Doctrine 


He taught, are tranſmitted to us by ſeveral Hands. And an Ar- 


gument it is of their dealing fairly with us, that although writing 
at different Times and Places far diſtant, yet all of them ſhould 
ſo expreſs themſelves as never once in Eſſential Points to con- 


tradict, but frequently to clear and afliſt each other: And what 
they thus committed to Writing, they chearfully died in confir- 
mation of, which Deceivers cannot be ſuppoſed to do, Enthu- 
ſiaſts may indeed, as has often been the caſe, .die for Opinions; | 
but the Apoſtles laid down their Lives in Atteſtation of Facts 
of their own Knowledge : which are recorded by them for our 
Uſe and Inſtruction in the Scriptures. | 


Could the Cavillers therefore whom Iam now anſwering, be 


induced not only to read the Scriptures, but conſider and com- 


pare with Diligence the ſeveral Parts of it together, Spiritual 
Things with Spiritual: would they, I fay, but take the Pains 
D to 
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UI draw together into one View the ſeveral Paſſages of Sacred 
Writ which bear relation to each other; they would be expe- 
rimentally and fully convinced that the beſt and moſt infallible 
en of underſtanding any Evangeliſt, is by comparing Him 
with the Others: and by thus ſtudying them all together, fo 
" juſt an Agreement and Coincidence of Facts and Doctrines would 
ariſe, that notwithſtanding ſmall Variations, no eſſential and 


fundamental Truths would remain unknown, no deſtructive 
Error or Heretical Opinion inſinuate itſelf, nor any Miſconſtruc- 
wal "yn or Difficulties of moment, continue unreconciled. 


We may receive both Inſtruction and Entertainment from 
FOG Expoſitions and Comments of learned Men; but we can never 
be ſo fully fatisfied of the ſenſe and meaning of the Scriptures, 
as when the Spirit of God, by whom all Scripture was given, is 


' pleaſed by the aſſiſtance of one Part of holy Writ to clear up 
another; and thus as it were in condeſcenſion to our Infirmities 
and Ignorance, to comment upon and explain Himſelf. 


All therefore who are heartily deſirous of ſupporting and 
maintaining the truth of the holy Scriptures, labour above 
things to eſtabliſh this ſort of Explication, by which the Lig 
Divine falling on different Points, is, by drawing them a a 
proper Poſition, reciprocally reflected from each upon the other. 

The heavenly Truths of the Goſpel, brought to this ge- 
nuine and native Touchſtone, would remain immoveable: as a 
Rock againſt all external Aſſaults; ſtand the Teſt of Ages, and the 
more they are examined, approve themſelves the more, and ſhine 
the brighter. And when by this moſt excellent way of explain- 
' Ing Scripture, the falſe Gloſſes, erroneous' Interpretations fixed 
N it by vain, conceited, and enterprizing Men, which are 
Marks the Objections of Infidels are uſually levelled againſt, 
are wholly removed: they will then find and know they have 


all wy been wür a mere Fhantom or delufive Dream ; 
IR, . the 
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the wild Fancies and diſtempered Imaginations of deceived, and 
A \ deceiving Men, not the lively Oracles of the one true God. 
And then all the ſuppoſed Errors and imaginary Conttadictions 
E they are ſo much offended at now will immediately diſappear 
I and vaniſh into thin Air, like a Miſt or Exhalation before the 
Riſing Sun: and all their frightful Suſpicions and formidable 
Doubts, awed: by the bright Beams of Divine Light and Truth, 
will run and hide their Heads in the dark Caverns of the Earth. 
And thus I hope I have upon the whole, according to my 
Intention, fully proved the great Folly of the Heathen Reli- 
gion and Inſufficiency of Human Reaſon in Religious Enquiries 
and the conſequent neceſſity of Revelation; and that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is ſuch a Revelation as we ſtood in need of: 
And finally that the holy Scriptures, are neither uncertain nor 
perplexing, but in all their main Doctrines and neceſſary Points 
of Faith, to all Perſons of a competent Core ns: ſuffi- 
plain and clear. 

And now to obſerve upon the whole; ſince God was hk 

* by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to make a Revelation of his Will 
A | to Mankind when the Light of Nature and the Improvements 
of Reaſon were found defective; we are certainly bound to 
expreſs all the Duty and Gratitude imaginable for ſuch his in- 
eſtimable Benefit : We ſhould pour out our Souls in.Thanks- 
giving before the one true God, who hath done ſo great Things 
for us: who hath corrected all our Prejudices and Miſtakes, and 
removed far from us all our Errors and falſe Opinions by a more 
perfect Rule of Life and Manners; a Divine Rule ſent from 
Heaven and deſigned nat only for Men of Ingenuity and refined 
Wits, but to make wiſe the Simple, to give the young: Man Nuoro 
edge and Diſcretion : to direct all Sorts of Men in the way of 
their Duty, towards their Happineſs : in the Highway, as the 
Prophet calls it, he way of Holineſs; ſo direct and plain, that 
the Wayfaring Men though Fools, ſhall not err therein, 
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In one word, who.when we were in Darkneſs and the ſhadow 
of Death ſent his only-begotten Son into the World, to redeem 
us, and bring Life and Immortality to li ght through the Goſpel. . 

And we ſhould further conſider, that tis not the boaſting of 
this Light only, will avail us any thing, unleſs we are led and 
conducted by it: but it will rather prove a Snare and a Trap 
unto us, and ſo only encreaſe our condemnation : for to whom 
much is given, of him much will be required; and our Saviour 
Chriſt himſelf hath told us expreſsly, that unleſs cur Righteouſneſs 
exceeds the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees; that is, 
unleſs we have the Subſtance and Power, as well as the Form 
of Godlineſs, we ſhall by no means enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven: and better indeed for. us had it been, if we had never 
known one Syllable of the Goſpel, never heard of the Name of 
Chriſt, than that having taken it . us, we ſhould not mh 
from Iniquity. 4. . e A * 

Nov the good God grant that as we Howe kan upon us the 


* 
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1 5 Candidates of Heaven, arid adorn the Doctrine of God ofir 

Srviouf in all things: That the Grace of God which bringet 

| SubBatian, naß teuch ui deny. Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſis, an 

to live righteouſly and godly i in this preſent World, looking. for that 

bleſſed Hobe and glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jes Chrift, T6 whom with the Father, &c. 
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THE END. 
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